2011 Topps Finest Football
One Box Break (09/24/2011)


This years Finest wasn’t originally on my to buy list, but as I read about the potential hits, I began to change my mind. Topps advertised that every box would contain an auto and a rookie patch auto. $110 dollars a box seamed a bit expensive for two autos. But, when you look at this year’s rookie class, and the prospect of a guaranteed rookie patch auto, I was willing to overlook the cost.
Base Cards: The base cards are nice, but what “chromium” product isn’t? What I liked about this product’s base was the rookie cards. This box had plenty of rookies, and I feel that this was a rookie “hot” box. This box provided a majority of the 2011 top tier RCs.
#21 A.J. Green RC



#103 Ryan Mallett RC
#47 Christian Ponder RC


#116 Andy Dalton RC
#100 Blaine Gabbert RC


#120 Mark Ingram RC
#101 DeMarco Murray RC


#125 Cam Newton RC 
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Inserts & Parallels: This product has the typical Topps minutia of refractors and colored refractor parallels. So, needless to say I’m not going to bore you with the likes of Hines Ward refractors. However, Topps did repeat the Finest Atomic Rookie inserts, and they are beautiful. Die cut cards always have had a special place with me and the atomic finish on them makes these cards look strong. At two per box, I think these inserts break up the monotony of the box and add some bonus fun to the break.
FAR-CN Cam Newton Finest Atomic Rookie

FAR-JH Jamie Harper Finest Atomic Rookie

FM-TY Titus Young Finest Moments 
FM-DK Dustin Keller Finest Moments

FM-TS Torrey Smith Finest Moments Refractor

#32 Mike Williams (TB) Blue Refractor #ed 01/99 (not pictured)

#85 Marshawn Lynch Gold Refractor #ed 39/50 (not pictured)
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Autographed Memorabilia: The two pieces I pulled from this box were absolute nobodies. But, for nobodies the card esthetics are sharp and well done. Both cards have cleanly placed autos, and nice sized memorabilia pieces. My only complaint is that the patch card would have looked better with a color break instead of a solid piece of memorabilia.
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AJP-NP Niles Paul Autographed Jumbo Relic #ed 468/589

RAP-CS Cecil Shorts III Rookie Autographed Patch Refractor #ed 14/99

After Break Over View: After finishing the break, I really felt like this years Finest was exciting. I’m sure part of this is due to the grip of sweet rookie cards in my box. But, after the wrappers have settled, I think this product has some value. The list of potential auto patches is strong, and although I managed to hit a scrub, the odds are good that you can pull a RC star. According to my math, I figure that one in three boxes will yield an auto patch the likes of DeMarco Murray, Julio Jones or Jacquizz Rodgers. In addition, one in ten boxes gives you odds on pulling a Cam Newton, Jake Locker, or Blane Gabbert. In the end however, I believe any box break of this product will be fun.
