Random Cards from My Personal Collection

By Dan Greinel


The featured card on this episode of Random Picks from Dan’s Collection is one that I really like. The card exhibited is the Jim Brown 2003 UD Sweet Spot Signatures Gold Auto #ed 01/25.
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I have a few J. Brown autos in my collection, but of all of them this card is the pinnacle. A lot of people despise the Sweet Spot helmet stickers, however I am fan. When I saw this card at the local shop, the colors captured me. I knew at that moment I need to own it, and the dealer cut me a spectacular deal.


When I questioned why I was receiving such a good deal, I was told that most of the local collectors don’t like the plastic helmets. Hobbyists believe that they make the card look cheap, fake, toy like, and the auto can be obscured with the team logo. This would be a hard sell. As a collector I agree with some of these points, but my grassroots collector spirit gravitates towards cards that look fun or unique. And, this card is fun!

I like how the orange helmet meshes well with the gold background. In addition the contrast between the orangey red background and the helmet is enough to break up any monotony. I like the picture of Mr. Brown himself, and I always imagine he is on his way into the end zone (you can see it in his eyes). The HOF’s auto is in black and it just POPS on the plastic helmet. The signature is clear and clean. Plus the card is serial number is # 01/25. Finally, I like how this card makes me think back to my childhood and eating ice cream out of a plastic helmet. Or putting a quarter into a gumball machine to try and complete my set of mini helmets. This card epitomizes why I collect. 

